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Remembering Kaitlin Mahr
Her joy: Dancing
through her life
Terry Rindfleisch
The LaCrosse Tribune

Kaitlin Mahr spent almost half
of her life this time of the year
at rehearsals for the La Crosse
Dance Centre’s production of “The
Nutcracker Ballet.”
Dancing was her passion, and
the annual “Nutcracker” production
was one of her favorite things.
During rehearsal Tuesday for
this year’s production, dancers and
instructors who knew Mahr were
shocked, stunned and saddened by
her death.
Her obituary was quite unusual
because it was very straightforward
about her cause of death: “Kaitlin
Elizabeth Mahr, 20, lost her battle
with depression and died of an accidental overdose on Monday.”

Mahr was a junior honors student
and a member of a dance troupe at
Lawrence University in
Appleton, Wis.
Tears and hugs
started rehearsal for
the dance company
as the word spread of
her death. The older
company members
shared memories and
watched videos of
Mahr dancing.
Company members plan to make Tshirts with Mahr’s picture on them and will
dedicate this year’s
“Nutcracker” performances to her.
“Kaitlin
was
always the one who
made everybody feel
good and happy when
they were really down,”
said Nikki Balsamo, artistic director
of the La Crosse Dance Centre. “She

always told me, ‘Don’t be crabby,
life’s too short.’”

cate for others.
“Kaitlin was outspoken and stood
up to those who
were mistreated
and went out of
her way to make
them feel better,”
Balsamo said.
“She was a
very
talented
dancer with those
beautiful
long
lines as a dancer,”
she said. “She was
tall and graceful.”
Mahr
danced in nine
“Nutcracker” productions, and was
one of the few students who danced
in the ballet all
the way through
Photos courtesy of Facebook, compiled by Christie McCowen
high
school.
Unlike most girls
Balsamo said Mahr was fun-lov- who dance, Mahr never wanted the
ing and gracious, and was an advo- leading role of Maria.

She always had her heart set on
the solo Arabian dance, and she got
the part in her last production in
2004 as a senior at Onalaska High
School.
Amy Vollmar, a 16-year-old
junior at Aquinas High School who
has the role of Maria this year, said
Mahr was her role model and mentor. Vollmar said she was young
when she moved up to the advanced
class.
“Kaitlin was the first person to
welcome me to the class,” Vollmar
said. “She always made everyone
laugh and smile.”
During one rehearsal of the
snowflakes, Mahr decided to do cartwheels just to break up the routine.
“We all laughed,” Vollmar said.
“Dancing was a lot of fun with her
around.”
Terry Rindfleisch can be reached
at trindfleisch@ lacrossetribune.com
or (608) 791-8227.
Article courtesy of the La Crosse
Tribune

1st annual Alternative Giving Fair held at Lawrence
Fair encourages students to gift with a special purpose
Alicia Bones
Staff Writer

As much as Mom claims to love
the ornaments you make her and as
much as Dad gushes about those
socks you buy him, why not get them
something different this year? It’s
easy to do.
Saturday, Dec. 1, Students’ War
Against Hunger and Poverty is sponsoring the first annual Alternative
Giving Fair at Lawrence. The fair
will be held from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. in Riverview Lounge. Attendees
will be able to purchase “alternative
gifts,” which are donations to charity
organizations in honor of family or
friends, as well as unique gifts made

by people of developing countries.
SWAHP, led by juniors Jeanelle
Adams and Casey Sautter and
seniors Liz Corey and Samantha
Gibb, have been organizing the fair
since third term last year. Claudena
Skran, Associate Professor of
Government and Edwin & Ruth West
Professor in Economics and Social
Science, thought Lawrence would be
an ideal site for this kind of event
and brought the idea to SWAHP
members.
Alternative giving fairs are common around the country. The tangible gifts come from an organization called A Greater Gift, whose
mission, according to its website, is
“to promote the social and economic

progress of people in developing
regions of the world by marketing
their products in a just and direct
manner.”
The alternative gifts come from
Alternative Gifts International, an
organization which promotes various charities and whose goal has
been, according to its website, “sending gifts of peace and justice — food,
shelter, trees, water, medicines —
around the world since 1986.”
Attendees who donate money
to an alternative gift cause receive a
holiday card and information sheet
about the cause that they can give to
a family member or friend. Gifts that
will be for sale include tapestries,
jewelry, and mugs. Ninety percent of

the cost of these gifts goes back to
the people who made them.
Each booth at the fair will be
sponsored by a different organization or individual encouraged by
SWAHP to sponsor a cause relating
to their own missions. For example, the Outdoor Recreation Club is
supporting the cause of “Bikes for
Women and Girls.”
This cause gives bikes to women
and girls in Tanzania and Namibia
so they can more easily do required
household chores, leaving more time
for them to pursue education.
Another cause supported by a
like-minded Lawrence club is the
Animal Welfare Society, in their support of Gorilla Protection in Rwanda.
This charity raises money to hire
patrol workers to prevent poaching
of African gorillas, whose numbers

have declined 70 percent in the last
10 years.
Other causes at the fair include
Scholarships for Children Attending
Comforti School in Sierra Leone, supported by Professor Skran; Teens
with AIDS in Uganda, supported
by the American Medical Student
Association; and Scholarships for
Nomadic Children in Kenya, supported by the Black Organization of
Students.
In addition to alternative
gifts, food will be provided and
SoundBoard will provide musical
entertainment. The list of performers is as follows:
1:00-1:25: Andre Juan
1:30-1:55: Tom Beneke
2:00-2:25: Escalator Dance Party
2:30-2:55: The Con Artists

knowledge that will continue the
‘lifelong learning’ that the faculty
at Lawrence strive to bestow upon
students.
However, the Senior Experience
emphasizes a more focused project
as opposed to the more general
study that Freshmen Studies presents. The goal is to have a program
that enhances and is supported by
the study that students have completed at Lawrence.
Provost and Dean of Faculty
David Burrows hopes that the projects will “grow out of the students’
interests,” making them more enjoyable and meaningful for students.
Burrows feels that the Senior
Experience is “tailored to the

strengths of Lawrence and its students,” and that “it will give students
the opportunity to create projects
instead of simply [coming] to understand somebody else’s [work].”
Some departments already
require senior projects that look
much like the kinds of projects in
the Senior Experience. Taking cues
from these departments and other
universities, some faculty members
decided that all Lawrence students
could benefit from a program like
the Senior Experience.
A committee was formed to discuss the issue and the committee

Staff Writer

For many seniors, the ambiguity
of life after college is a frightening
prospect. While it can be exciting to
finally face the ‘real world’ and leave
the shelter of the Lawrence Bubble,
uncertainty, bills and the job hunt
are daunting aspects of life after college. To better prepare Lawrentians
for this next step, the university is
implementing a new program called
the Senior Experience.
The Senior Experience — which
will formally be put into effect starting with the graduating class of
2012 — is a program that will allow
seniors to focus their study on a
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personalized subject that relates to
their major.
Each department will determine
what the Senior Experience will entail
for majors within that department. It
could take the form of a paper, a
course, a recital, a project, or any
number of options. All students will
be required to complete the Senior
Experience prior to graduation.
Similar to capstone programs at
universities such as the College of
Wooster, Pomona College and Bard
College, the Senior Experience is
designed to be a culmination of what
students have learned at Lawrence.
However, as Faculty Associate
to the President Dr. Kim said, the
Senior Experience is different from

Saturday

Katy Hillbo

a capstone program in that it also
serves as a way to help students face
the many changes that are in store
for them.
“College graduates today face a
rapidly changing society,” Kim said.
“The Senior Experience brings focus
to the senior year and helps students
make the transition from Lawrence
into life after college.”
The program is parallel to the
Freshman Studies courses that all
incoming freshmen are required to
take at Lawrence. Just as Freshman
Studies is meant to help students
make the transition from high school
to college, the Senior Experience is
meant to help students as they enter
the next stage of life and give them

Mostly Cloudy
High 27
Low 25
Wind: SSW at 9 mph
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Senior Experience to be implemented in 2012

See Seniors on page 2

Rain/Snow Showers
High 35
Low 18
Wind: ENE at 11 mph
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Drinking on campus: Let’s be safe H4H Update
Katie Nadel
Sports Editor

Kaitlin Mahr
for The Lawrentian

The Lawrence fraternities have
been facing some interesting situations with administration. Each
of the frats on the quad has had
different problems that have been
taken up by Dean of Students, Nancy
Truesdell and Dean of Student Life,
Amy Uecke.
The Phi Delt house has struggled
in recent years to maintain enough
members to retain their house. They
have put forth strong efforts to
recruit enough men to live in the
house, but each year they seem
to face difficulties meeting the
University-mandated quota.
The Sig Ep house has the same
issue of failing to meet housing quotas. This is of particular concern to
the University because of increases
in admission every year and lack
of places to put the incoming and
returning students.
The Delta Tau Delta house has
been plagued with stereotypes and
labels from years past that adminis-

Seniors

continued from page 1
held open meetings. After a
proposal and an application was
made to the faculty board, the faculty voted in favor of the program.
Another factor that prompted
the adoption of the new program
was the Spellings Report, a report
released in 2005 after Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings commissioned a committee to offer

tration continues to uphold. Despite
efforts to curb these titles, the Delts
are continually checked on during
the week and especially on the weekends.
During the preseason, the Delt
house was reprimanded for consuming alcohol in common spaces in
their house. Though asked many
times on separate nights to better control the alcohol consumption
in common areas, LU Security still
broke up nightly events.
Dean Truesdell took over as Head
of Security on campus this school
year. She explained how the decision
to make her the new head of security
was made by President Beck over the
summer for several reasons. Most
significantly, it is thought that the
security of the students should be
handled by the Dean of Students
rather than Physical Plant.
Drinking on campus is an issue
that is handled by security. Though
there is a clear understanding of the
University policy that mandates that
there should be no alcohol in any
and all common areas, the fraternities are concerned that this is being
taken too far in their houses.
suggestions for solving problems
with higher education.
As Dr. Kim noted, “[The
Spellings Report] holds higher education [institutions] responsible for
how their students do after college.” The report emphasizes the
importance of giving students the
proper tools to be productive and
successful after they graduate as
well as while they are at those
institutions.
While graduating from college

Truesdell insists that no one
group or individual is being targeted
and that the same action is taken
in all cases. She proudly stated that
much intervention is usually not
needed because “LU students are
very responsible.”
“It’s all about safety,” Truesdell
said. A common concern for students’ safety is the “misuse” of alcohol, which includes underage drinking, binge drinking, drinking games,
and drinking in common areas.
Having alcohol in common areas
generally increases the number of
people in the space, violating fire
codes in buildings.
Truesdell says awareness and
enforcement of both alcohol misuse
and fire codes is a national concern.
Though the fraternities on campus seem to be targeted more than
the rest of campus, it should remain
clear to all Lawrence students that
we have all signed contracts indicating that the campus follows
Wisconsin federal laws about drinking age and locations.
Truesdell would like to encourage students to drink in moderation,
and be safe.

can be a big change, the Senior
Experience is being implemented in
the hopes that it will help to make
the transition into life after college
a little easier.
By providing students with an
opportunity to focus their study,
the people who are involved with
integrating the Senior Experience
into the curriculum hope to give
students the tools to become selfsufficient, productive members of
society.

Ben Levine
Staff Writer

This year, Lawrence University
students have been involved with the
Habitat for Humanity program as a
way to give back to the less fortunate
in the community.
Students have begun work on
a house with an Appleton family
in order to provide them with an
affordable living space. This project
began October 2 and seems to be
progressing smoothly.
Habitat for Humanity is a
Christian-based nonprofit organization that was founded in 1976 by
Miller and Linda Fuller to provide
adequate and affordable housing for
lower income families.
Although Habitat for Humanity
is a Christian-based organization,
participation in the program is not
limited. People of any race, religion,
or economic background are encouraged to participate in the projects.
Habitat for Humanity works by
first having families in need of shelter apply for a housing project at a
Habitat affiliate. The houses are then
funded by donations of money and
building resources and constructed
by volunteers.
One of the most fundamental
elements of the project though, is
having the families themselves participate in the building and funding
of their home. This provides a sense
of ownership and pride to the family
receiving the home.
Students at Lawrence have been
helping build a house for a local family originally from the Serbia/Bosnia
region who has been helping in the

construction of their home alongside
Lawrence students.
Lawrence is co-sponsoring the
home with JJ Keller & Associates Inc.,
a large publishing, printing and service organization that is one of the
largest employers in the Fox Valley.
JJ Keller is kept updated on the project through contacting members on
the site and photographs.
As of right now, the project is
14 days complete with seven left
to go. Over 175 volunteers from
Lawrence have helped out with the
project, including staff, students and
faculty.
There have been relatively few
problems in the building process.
According to Kristen Elizabeth, coordinator for the project, there have
only been “a few minor cuts and
maybe a little mud.”
All sides and the roof of the
house are completed. Most of the
work being done now is inside the
house, like installing cabinets and
adding appliances.
Those who have seen the building site have had positive feedback.
The Lawrence alumni crewmembers
leading the project have said that
they have greatly enjoyed working
with today’s Lawrence students.
They are hoping to have Habitat tshirts finished before the unveiling
to remember the experience.
Now that this home is almost
complete, the Lawrence Habitat coordinators are planning a way to regain
finances to sponsor another home
in the area. The coordinators will
be working on finding a way for
every class at Lawrence to be able to
finance a home their senior year.
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In memor y of Kaitlin Mahr
Early in my second term teaching at
Lawrence, Kaitlin came up to me in
front of our Major British Writers
class and announced, “Mr. Kaplin, I’d
like to present you with a chocolate
vagina.” I heard a few gasps (one of
which may have been my own), and
Kaitlin smiled politely and returned to
her seat. Only after a purposeful delay
did she explain that the chocolate
was designed to promote V-Day and
the upcoming performance of “The
Vagina Monologues,” in which she
was involved. Our class then spent a
few minutes discussing the play, that
year’s cast, and the significance of VDay nationwide. I soon learned that
this was a classic Kaitlin moment:
she loved to make an impact to get a
reaction and then talk about an event,
an issue, or a text. Her enthusiasm
for everything she did brought out
the energy and curiosity out in us all.
Kaitlin’s curiosity was tempered with
a genuine desire to reach out and
include people in a group dynamic.
She put colleagues and guests at ease
with her candid engagement in every
discussion. At first I was nervous
when she boldly quizzed the “prospies” visiting class about their hometowns, high school experiences, and
fashion sense, but she always found
common ground between a visitor
and at least one member of our class.
By the end of the class, those guests
would be participating in our literary discussions as comfortably as if
they had been in the course from the
start.
This term, in the Victorian Age, each
member submits one discussion
question to the class by e-mail in
advance of every meeting. Kaitlin
sent many perceptive and thoughtprovoking questions, and several of
them employed the characteristic
Kaitlin strategy of making an impact
to stimulate analysis. For example, she
wrote: “In The Lady of Shalott, do we
feel that Sir Lancelot is an asshole?”
(Gasp.) But good question. Of course,
that question got us all talking, not
only about Lancelot’s reaction and
the end of the poem, but of gender
expectations and subversions, and
a host of fascinating literary and
cultural issues. In all of our discussions, Kaitlin never let us forget that
learning is just as much about feeling
as it is about thinking. That is one of
the most powerful memories I will
Kaitlin Elizabeth Mahr
by Todd Mahr, her father
Kaitlin was joy and pleasure, she
was also frustration and aggravation…I
guess as all children are. She was intelligent and inquisitive, characteristics
we fostered, as many of you experienced. Dance was pure happiness
for her. She worked hard at dance,
yet had true enjoyment when she
danced, you could see it on her face
and in her movements. She was, to
me, the meaning of beauty in form
and function. Her involvement in The
Nutcracker changed how we looked
at the holidays.
Kaitlin was my “equal” — luckily
she had her Mom’s beauty, but she
had my sarcastic, inquisitive manner.
In middle school she did peer to peer
counseling, in college she got involved
with V-Day. This was centered on her
desire to generate broader attention

have of Kaitlin, the reminder that we
think with our emotions, too. And
that, for me, is a wonderfully comforting thought, for it means that I will
think of her often, every time reading
makes me laugh or frown or, especially, gasp.

David Kaplin

Visiting Assistant Professor of English
To the Lawrence Community:
Throughout our lives there is
one certainty: that we are mortal.
Whether we go to heaven, hell, or
we just simply expire to fulfill the
circle of life, each and every one of
us will die. Recently, the Lawrence
campus lost one of its own. Losing
someone is a deeply tragic event. No
matter who you are, whether you
knew Kaitlin well or not at all, you
are affected. Though the person who
knew her well might be overcome
with grief, the person who did not
know is left to wonder who she was.
I knew Kaitlin only a little, but she
was a good person. Kind and considerate, Kaitlin was much of what a
Lawrentian should be. Sadly, many on
campus have lost their chance to connect with a wonderful human being.
We should remember Kaitlin for who
she was. If you knew her, remember
the time you had with her and the
beautiful person she was. If you did
not know her, talk to someone who
did, say a prayer for her or find a way
to honor her memory. Remember
that she was a good person and a
good friend. This tragedy will come
into contrast with upcoming holiday
festivities, but perhaps it will give us
the chance to reflect and look for all
the things we can be thankful for.
Sincerely,
Theodore J. Greeley
Lawrence '09

the head. Still, as Kaitlin talked about
crazy hotels in Russia or frantic trips
through the Louvre — with Mom
heading one way and Dad or little
brother going off in another — you
could see how much she adored her
family and how lucky she knew herself to be.
The same thing used to happen in
class. First, there would be sharp
questions or bitter complaints about
the syllabus. (Why is this book so
long? And why does it have to be so
boring? Isn’t there something else we
could be reading?) Then, a few weeks
later, in a paper or a presentation,

the first time this summer. These
were the sentences that indicated to
me that this book was going to be
trouble with a capital ‘T.’”
And here she is a little bit later:
“Discussion was entertaining, but
when I grasped the idea that one
of the themes of this book was
book was reading, I got very excited
because it was such an unusual theme
(at least one I had never encountered). The thought that I was in a
reading class reading a book about
reading was just mind numbing (in
a good way, not like an ‘Oh! I drank
that ICEE too fast kind of way’).”
For Kaitlin, then, as for other funny
people, humor was a way of showing
off and acting out. It was also — and
this is very rare — a way of making
connections, of showing and sharing
affection. She loved Calvino, after all,
just as she loved reading and her family and her friends at Lawrence. I’m
grateful for the chance to have seen
that in her, and I know I’ll keep it with
me forever.

Timothy Spurgin
Associate Professor of English
Kaitlin was a wonderful energetic
freshman when I first met her. I was
the president of Melee dance troupe
and Kaitlin was one of our dancers.
She made my senior year memorable
and I will always love and miss her
smiling face and that sarcastic way
about her. I think the best times I had
with Kaitlin were during our trip to
Björklunden — she never failed to
make us laugh — and then during
the final performance for Melee. I will
miss her dearly and hope everyone at
LU is able to learn from this tragedy,
and seek help if they are struggling
with depression. I miss you Kaitlin!

She had a wonderful sense of humor.
That’s what I’ll remember. There are
other things too, including some
sad ones. But in the end, I think that
Kaitlin’s greatest gift was for laughter.
She could turn the tale of a family
trip into a full-fledged comedy routine, working each line for just the
right effect. She had crack timing, and
she seemed to specialize in wickedly
arched eyebrows and slow shakes of

she’d say something splendid, making
it clear that she had read those boring books as carefully and lovingly as
anyone ever could.
Here, for example, is Kaitlin writing about her favorite work from
Freshman Studies: “I wish I could
explain this quote from Italo Calvino’s
If on a winter’s night a traveler, but
unfortunately I am unable to, just as
I was unable to stop the pure rush
of panic and dread that came over
me when I read these sentences for

Kaitlin was a student who was always
a pleasure to have in class, not just
because she was a good student
— which she was — but because
she had a sense that entertainment
was an important part of the learning process. She was always willing to
contribute to a class discussion, and
usually in ways that help bring a class

for the fight to stop violence against
women and girls. I think she also liked
being provocative, in people’s faces
with “I Love Vaginas” bumper stickers and chocolate vaginas to sell as
fundraisers!
Kaitlin could hold her own in our
rounds of debate and sarcastic jousting; however, she was the only one
who could ever tell me to “shut up and
be serious.” She was a part of my life
and soul…she was my Princess.
Over the past few years, she was
a princess in a battle and fight with
depression. There were good days and
bad days. During high school she was
so driven and so studious that she
rarely let the depression evolve. She
was a straight-A student, [yet] at the
awards ceremony her senior year she
really didn’t care about the scholarships received — she cherished most
the Academic Achieveement Awards,
voted on by the teachers…she

rocked!
During her first year of college,
the battle with depression took an ugly
turn, and started to gain ground.
Kaitlin moved into a diagnosis of
bipolar, and we continued with good
psychiatric help and adjusted medications. This past year seemed to be
going better — she had her passion
and drive back for school. She enjoyed
Lawrence, especially English. She was
a perfectionist, and when things did
not go perfectly, she went blue — her
blue spells were tough on her, and her
loved ones.
In the wonderful article written
about her in Thursday’s La Crosse
Tribune, reporter Terry Rindfleisch
mentions how uncommon the obituary was to be straightforward regarding depression. That was Kaitlin over
the past year — she had accepted her
illness, was working towards control,
and was up front and honest with

people when she discussed it. I decided
to be the same with her obituary. A
father should never have to write his
child’s obituary…but I owed that to
Kaitlin.
In my heart I believe this past
Monday, Kaitlin did not wake up planning to have that be her last day with
us. She loved holidays, she cherished
her family, she had the “Fantastic Four”
— her Uncles — who she grew up
with as the first child in the extended
Mahr family. She loved to sit at gettogethers and talk … and learn … and
hear all the stories of five brothers
growing up and the trouble they gave
Don and Jeneane. She got very upset
when holidays could not be spent with
the family together…she was looking
forward to this weekend with them.
She sent a text message at noon
Monday to her close childhood friend
Nick at college in Madison, wanting to
set a date to get together over the

Rebecca Heinen
Lawrence ‘06

to life. My first distinct memory of
Kaitlin is a perfect example. We were
discussing Chaucer’s Wife of Bath
in Major British Writers, and I was
trying to get the class to recognize
the disturbing connection between
violence and attraction in her final
marriage. The discussion wasn’t really
moving forward until Kaitlin offered
the observation, “Well, everyone
knows that make-up sex is the best.”
I do not think this is exactly what
Chaucer had in mind, but it helped
us to get closer to his meaning and
put a smile on our faces at the same
time. Her humor, her spontaneity, and
her willingness to work hard will all
be missed.

Garth Bond
Assistant Professor of English
It’s strange how people touch our
lives. I met Kaitlin when we sat next
to each other for one of Professor
Taylor’s classes. It was not a particularly important interpersonal bond in
the grand scheme of things, but still a
memorable one. My memory of her is
generally filled with mundane chatter
about the class and the work, though
sitting through a long rant on her and
Taylor’s shared ornithophobia [fear of
birds] is definitely the most humorous. So, to everyone lucky enough
to have had their lives touched by
Kaitlin, even in the most ordinary of
ways, I grieve with you.

Douglas Whalin
Class of ‘07
I was lucky to have Kaitlin in the very
first course I taught here at Lawrence.
She was everything I have come to
expect in Lawrence students--and
more. Kaitlin was intellectually curious, hard working, and just a joy
to see in my class every day. At a
time when everything was new to
me, Kaitlin helped me feel right at
home, and in the process, helped me
become a better teacher. I will miss
her very much.

Megan Pickett

Assistant Professor of Physics

weekend for lunch.
However, something started a dark
spiral for Kaitlin later Monday, and she
fell victim to an emotional vortex. She
started to take more medicine to ease
the emotional pain, and she mixed that
with alcohol to calm the wounded
mind. I want to believe — we need to
believe — she miscalculated — she
accidently and unknowingly overdosed.
She lost her battle with depression.
Please know — all of you — how
greatly moved we are as a family with
your thoughts and prayers. We know
we are not alone — and we pray
that Kaitlin is looking down today
and realizes how many people she
touched with her beauty and grace
and intellect.
She was loved..
She IS loved…
She will always be loved.
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Life After Lawrence

Terry Gottfried, Professor of Psychology

Nina Wiesling and Teach for America

Kayla Wilson

Corey Lehnert

Associate News Editor

Professor Terry Gottfried has
gained a reputation around the
psychology department as “Mr.
Interdisciplinary.” Specializing in
cognitive psychology and speech
science, his interests also lie in language, music, and gender studies.
As a child, Gottfried loved language, even making up countries so
that he could make up languages
for them, although never writing an
epic fantasy.
“While I am a geek,” he said,” I’m
not that much of a geek.”
He did however write a report
about the history of the English language in the fourth grade and was
very excited to learn French in the
fifth grade. Always a fan of music,
he briefly considered becoming a
composer until discovering that
he probably wouldn’t make much
money on this career path.
At the University of Minnesota,
he majored in French literature.
While a sophomore, he decided
to look for a new major. Flipping
through a course catalog, he used
the process of elimination to decide
on psychology.
“Like many other undergrad
psych majors, I thought ‘I’ll do psych
and help people.’”
In his studies, he found the
“tedious” classes to be the most fun,
and decided to go into experimental
psychology.
After getting his Ph.D. from
Minnesota, he taught at SUNY-

Purchase. The college was known
for its Liberal Arts and Fine arts
programs and its attempts to integrate the two. While he thought the
school was great place, he was disappointed because “there was not
as much of a community between
scholars that artists.”
After getting married, he took
a year off and lived in Boston and
decided to look for a new job.
Lawrence came up and he started his research. Attracted by the
Conservatory, the strong language
department, and the fact that it
was cheaper to live in Appleton, he
began teaching here in 1986.
Gottfried’s research centers on
second language acquisition and
how it affects the perception of
sounds. Currently he is working
with Lucy Xu to discover how native
Mandarin Chinese speakers recognize sounds and how non-native
speakers recognize these sounds.
A part of his study also focuses
on the relationship between speech
perception and musical ability. He
found that musicians seem to have
an advantage when recognizing the
differences in tones.
“This finding is gratifying,” he
said, “but music is important on its
own. It is part of being human and
worth knowing for its own sake.”
Gottfried sings baritone in the
White Heron Choral and also in
the choir ate First United Methodist
church. He mostly listens to classical music and through his son he
has gotten into classic rock, with
some exceptions.

Editor-in-Chief

Life After Lawrence is a weekly feature devoted to interviews
of recent Lawrence graduates in
an effort to provide the current
Lawrentian with some ideas of postcollegiate opportunities. This week,
Nina Wiesling, Lawrence class of ‘03,
speaks about her experience with
Teach For America, a non-profit
organization seeking to eliminate
the gap in academic achievement
between students of different socioeconomic backgrounds.
Why did you decide to join Teach
For America?
Photo by Lindsay Hayward
Professor Terry Gottfried.

“I don’t like AC/DC. It hurts my
ears and my throat to listen to that
guy sing.” Musical theater is a guilty
pleasure for Gottfried.
Other than music, he bakes and
is always trying to read something.
He recently read Little Children by
Tom Perrotta, and enjoys mystery
novels by P.D. James. He has also
read all the Harry Potter books,
some of them twice. Currently he
is reading Matt Ridley’s The Agile
Gene in preparation for second term
Freshman Studies, a favorite class
of his.
“It’s all about what I like.
Psychology is cool, but it’s not
everything. It makes things within
your disciple better, besides being
pretty damn fun.”

Study Abroad Journal
Stephanie Kirk in China

Stephanie Kirk
for The Lawrentian

My first study abroad experience
was when I was a senior in high
school as a Rotary Youth Exchange
student to Thailand without having
any previous Thai language study.
This valuable experience taught
me that with hard work and effort
one can step outside their cultural
boundaries not only to learn another’s language and culture, but to
live it.
In the summer of 2004, I volunteered to teach an English pronunciation course at Xi’an Jiaotong
University in Shaanxi, China for a
month. After previously living in
Thailand and learning the language, I
was quite frustrated with my limited
communication abilities in China,
thus I began my ambitious drive to
learn Chinese. Although it was more
the touching experience I had learning from the students than my lack of
Chinese language skills that inspired
me to pursue Chinese. The depth of
mutual learning that takes place in
an intercultural education setting
is profound. The greatest impact
they had on me was their dedication
to learning and hard work. They
reminded me quite often how lucky
I am to have the freedom to choose
what type of education I may pursue. This was a turning point when I
realized I was committed to learning
their language, history and culture
as thoroughly as I can.
Recently I have returned from
completing three semesters of
intensive Chinese language study
at Associated Colleges of China
in Beijing. This rigorous program

comprised mostly of American uni- hundreds of characters a day and
versity students is administered various grammar structures along
by Hamilton College and hosted with the regular course work, we
by Capital University of Economics would fall behind and accumulate an
and Business. The Freeman Asia unrealistic amount of work for the
Foundation, NSEP Boren Scholarship following day. Overall, the challengProgram, and the Benjamin A. Gilman es presented in the ACC program
Scholarship all contributed to my are intended to help students gain
financial needs abroad. Without all of advanced levels of Chinese skills
these scholarships, I would not have efficiently. Balancing host families,
had the opportunity to work towards programmed cultural excursions,
attaining advanced Mandarin skills.
independent research projects as
Throughout the program there well as the regular academic rigor of
were many academic and cultural ACC, were a necessary tactic in order
challenges to meet in order to be suc- to complete the program successfulcessful. The strict language pledge ly and raise my grades significantly
limits students ability to express each semester.
ourselves in our native
language while under
academic and new
cultural pressure, but
it also forced us to
break through the language barrier to not
only study, but to live
and survive in China.
For example, for the
first three weeks it is
a grueling process to
become acquainted
with local food and
the vocabulary to be
able to order it. The
transition from U.S.
to Chinese education
system was also trying. Besides the fact it
is already an intensive
program, the Chinese
tend to emphasize the
“rote memorization”
method of learning. If
we did not keep up
with the demands
of memorization of Stephanie Kirk helps a friend beat a bamboo addiction in China.

In the fall of my junior year
I did the Urban Studies Program
down in Chicago. During this term
I was exposed to all sorts of knowledge-situational and academic
— to which I had never before
been exposed. Information about
segregation, prejudice, inequalities,
and racism that I had not known
existed. After the Urban Studies
program, I began to look more
closely at the geographic, economic,
and therefore ethnic causes of inequitable access to health care. As I
delved deeper, I became convinced
that true equality in all areas,
including health, could only come
from a drastic change in the education system. I considered adding a
teaching certificate to my degree
but it would have taken a significant amount of additional time and
I was anxious to get out and start
working for change. That’s when
I heard about TFA. Right away,
I knew that this was a mission I
could rally behind and from all that
was written about it, a program
that was actually impacting change.
What finally convinced me, though,
was the organizational focus on
short-term and long-term change
from both within the classroom and
outside of it, in other sectors.
Why does Teach For America
exist?
TFA exists because right now
where you live largely determines
the quality of the education you
receive which in turn shapes your
economic prospects and therefore
your choice of where you live, perpetuating a cycle of inequality. TFA
exists because students growing up

in low-income communities are, onaverage, three to four grade levels
behind their peers in reading. TFA
exists because equal opportunities
in education are our generation’s
civil rights issue.
Did you feel like you were an effective teacher even though you didn’t
have an education background?
TFA provides an extremely solid
preparation during the summer
institute, which helped me figure
out where my students were academically and where they needed to
be. Additionally, I think LU’s focus
on critical thinking and problemsolving skills really benefited me
during my two-year commitment
and beyond. My students have consistently made significant academic
growth so I guess you could say I am
becoming an effective teacher, but
the reality is, there is always more I
can do for my students.
How did your time in the corps
impact your long-term plans or
goals?
TFA has completely shaped my
long-term plans. As cheesy as it
may sound, no matter what path I
choose, I know I will be committed
to impacting urban education. TFA
works to help individuals become
effective classroom teachers with
the hope that many will continue
to teach after their two-year commitment. But they also have a huge
alumni support network to help
corps members impact change in
other sectors. Many of my fellow ‘03
corps members are still in the classroom while others have gone on to
pursue law degrees, other doctoral
degrees, and business professions,
but each has continued to contribute
to the mission in one capacity or
another. It is a powerful experience.
What was your greatest challenge?
The whole experience was challenging — moving to Philadelphia,
getting my first apartment, having
my first career-oriented job, teaching, building new friendships, working with students, running a classroom, taking classes. But it was the
best decision I could have made.
What was your greatest success?
Hearing a student look at our
wall of achievements and say, “We’re
not as dumb as everyone thinks.” I
had another student stumble
over a math problem that
two months ago would have
broken him down into tears,
but instead he said, “This is
a challenge, and that is good.
I need to be challenged.” He
moved from the 13th percentile in math to the 71st
percentile in two years. That’s
pretty powerful.
What advice would you give
to a Lawrence student going
into the corps?
Find balance — make
sure to make time for the
things that rejuvenate you.
Keep the mission at the front
of your mind at all times
— these children deserve a
quality education.

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Kirk

Additional information
about Teach For America
can be found at www.
TeachforAmerica.com
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Four thousand miles across the sea
The final
countdown

Meghan McCallum
Staff Writer

Some acquaintances back home
have mistakenly asked me, “How’s
Paris?” I wouldn’t know; the only
place I’ve been in Paris is the airport.
For nearly three months I have lived
in a city pretty far away from Paris,
and I have become quite attached
to it. Between my daily life here in
Nantes and a few side trips I’ve made
on weekends, I’ve come to realize
that I appreciate living in a city
that’s lively but also kind of small
compared to the capital. I guess you
could say that I’ve found it very easy
to get to know Nantes and to feel a
connection with it.
Like anyone who spends a lot
of time in a city, I have made several attachments to life here. A few
weeks into my stay, for example, I
decided which kebab stand was my
favorite. I have also come to frequent
certain places — like a big park by
the university campus — and stay
away from others, such as a certain
area of the public library in which
an old man has been following me
around. As any other Nantes dweller
would do, I have developed my own
routine of trams, meals, and extracurricular activities.
It’s strange that after this adaptation to life in Nantes, the inevitable
exit comes sooner or later. I’ve been
here for just under three months,
but like most terms it’s flown by in
what seems like a few weeks. This
one semester in Nantes, though not
enough to really satisfy my urge to
“live” in France, has taught me a lot.

in the Temple Bar listening to
One of the most important parts
of my study abroad choice was the live music, but I’d really like to see
city size. As I already mentioned, some of Ireland’s gorgeous landNantes is small enough to get to scapes. That’s something you can’t
know easily, but big enough to host find in the city.
This weekend I am finally going
some surprises as well. I have noticed
this appreciation for Nantes’ size on to see Paris. My depleting bank
account pending, I’m hoping to see
my side-trips in Europe.
My first major trip, for exam- some typical Paris hotspots but also
ple, was to Amsterdam over a long do some wandering and pretending
weekend. This proved a beautiful that I’m not an American tourist. I
and exciting experience for me, but suppose this is a good way to end
one difference I noticed was that my semester in France — a visit to
I felt almost overwhelmed by the the capital city. This way, I’ve already
people (tourists) and the busyness created a sort of personal connecof the downtown area. Of course, if tion to Nantes, and it will allow me
given more time I would have had to discover Paris accordingly. I’m
more opportunities to get to know really looking forward to this weekthe smaller, quieter neighborhoods, end, but when I get back to Nantes
but I did notice upon returning to I’ll be glad to see my good old tram
Nantes that it was nice to be able to line and to eat a hot meal around a
walk down a pedestrian street with- wooden table with my host family.
out avoiding collisions
every other minute.
Dublin was my
next travel destination,
this time only for a
weekend. Again, while
exploring the city I
experienced a bit of
confusion and not a
lot of real exploration.
Of course I saw a lot
of the different downtown areas, but after
visiting the Guinness
Storehouse and trying unsuccessfully to
get in to St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, I decided
that I am definitely
going back to Ireland
someday. This time,
though, I’m heading
to the country. Dublin
was great, and I did
Photo by Meghan McCallum
spend a nice evening Meghan McCallum and Charles Ging climbing in Vannes, France.

Scientist of the Week: Gennady Malyshev
by Caitlin Williamson

Junior physics major
Gennady Malyshev spent
last summer working with
Professor John Brandenberger,
Alice G. Chapman Professor of
Physics, on a magneto-optical
trap as a part of an undergrad
research internship. Malyshev
is currently continuing his
work on the project, which
involved creating a system
that traps and cools rubidium
atoms in order to improve
spectroscopic resolution.
In order to build the
Photo by Joy Manweiler
trap, Malyshev and Professor
Brandenberger did a lot of research on how to properly make it. The trap uses a series of lasers and mirrors that
trap and cool the rubidium. According to Malyshev, the trap can be used for various experiments and branches
of physics. But he is currently using the trap to study spectroscopy.
“We’re trying to optically cool rubidium individual atoms to try and improve spectroscopic resolution,”
Malyshev said.
The project is a combination of optics and quantum physics, according to Malyshev.
“I got very lucky with Professor Brandenberger — he invited me to work with him during the summer,”
Malyshev said. “I really like working on it.”
For Malyshev, physics has always been a part of his life. Both of his parents studied physics in college.
Malyshev moved to the United States from Russia in 1997.
“My parents were both physicists in their undergraduate careers, and my dad is still a physicist,” Malyshev
said. “[I’m interested in physics] because I guess to an extent it is the most basic of sciences. Physics tries to
describe the world as we see it and as we experience it, without very many assumptions.”
As it’s his junior year, Malyshev still has plenty of time to think about what he wants to do after graduation.
He wants to go to graduate school for physics, and possibly go into research or education.
“The fact that I’m getting more experience in the lab is definitely something that’s a really big bonus for me,”
Malyshev said. “I’ve already learned [a lot], and I want to learn more.”
Malyshev is planning on continuing to work on the magneto-optical trap this year.
“We’re always on the lookout for things to do with our project,” Malyshev said. “I would love to work with
Professor Brandenberger again this summer.”
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Violence in the Animal Rights Movement What’s wrong with USA Soda?
Ryan Day

for The Lawrentian

Recently, the animal liberation
group Animal Liberation Front (ALF)
attacked three Wachovia Bank locations in California. The most recent
attack involved red graffiti across
the façade of the building; the other
two involved jamming or destroying
the night deposit box of the bank,
one of which involved a small bomb.
After each of these attacks, ALF
claimed the attacks by sending communiqués to Wachovia, the media
and the North American Animal
Liberation Press Office (NAALPO),
which, though unaffiliated with ALF,
publishes these communiqués and
answers all questions involving ALF.
At the end of each of these communiqués was a forceful demand
for Wachovia to sell its stock in
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), a
company that is known to test on
animals, and a threat of further violence if the stock was not sold.
Independent media outlets are

Drunk in
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Zach Patrick-Riley

“You Hang Up
First”: the Winter
Break Mistake
The forthcoming Wisconsin winter brings along with it the stress
of 10th week and unrelenting cold.
So bundle up with a close friend or
partner, and keep it in mind that
Christmas break will be here before
you know it.
Speaking of the much-needed
vacation, the following situation
may ring true for many of you, especially if you are a new couple. If you
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We're now 12 pages.
"What would you do
with an extra four
pages?"
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Flip-Flops and
Anarchy

grasping onto these recent attacks
because this time they seem to have
worked. Wachovia, who used to be
the largest shareholder of HLS, sold
all of their stock in the company.
NAALPO put out a celebratory press
release stating that ALF had succeeded in their continuing campaign
against HLS and against animal testing.
This does, indeed, seem like
a major victory for animal rights
activists everywhere, and I think
that all people involved with animal
rights can celebrate the end result of
the campaign, but what are the consequences of the means to this end?
In the age in which we live, the government is actively pursuing those
who they consider “eco-terrorists”
— ALF has been targeted specifically by the government. ALF and its
sister group, Earth Liberation Front
(ELF), are both considered domestic
terror groups by the US government,
and members of both have been
arrested in a highly publicized way
on charges of arson, property dam-

age and use of destructive devices.
Unfortunately, this has become
the face of the environmental and
animal rights movements. Your typical “Joe Public” reads about these
arrests of so-called “terrorists” in
the national media and, in correlation with his post-9/11 fear of
an impending terror attack, immediately places the whole of environmental and animal rights activism in the realm of crazy zealots.
Consequently, Joe Public blows off
any attempt at activism toward the
environment or animal rights as
extremist nonsense.
I make no value judgments
towards the actions of ALF, and
while I generally agree that the end
result is a success, I also feel that
the consequence to the movement
as a whole is strong. Groups such as
ALF are creating a largely negative
view of the animal rights movement,
and in the end, though their results
may seem immediate, I feel that they
are doing on the whole more harm
than good.

happen to be romantically involved
with someone and are worrying
about possibly spending the three
weeks of Christmas break apart,
don’t fret. The last thing you want
to do is spend your entire break
being sad and stressed because
Pookie-Bear is not constantly by
your side. Instead, use the break to
catch up with friends from home
and your family.
Let me also offer some life-long
wisdom: time apart is healthy. I
repeat: time away from one another
can be very beneficial to a relationship. If you are worried about your
partner falling out of “like” with
you, just chill out. Time apart from
one another is important for you
to gain a heightened perspective of
your relationship. A geographical
break does not mean you guys are
going to break up. The distance may
even make you appreciate the other
person much more and make you
realize how much you adore them.
If you are used to spending a
couple of hours each day together
then it will be somewhat of shock
when winter break comes and you
guys don’t see each other at all. It

will be all right. You can use the
phone, Facebook and e-mail to keep
in touch over break.
Be there for one another over
break, but not to the point where
you miss opening presents because
you were in the midst of the classic
game of “No, you hang up first”
(though it can be quite fun, I admit).
It is important to give your PookieBear and yourself some chill time
occasionally. Distance can make the
relationship stronger. Keep in mind
that it is only three weeks, and that
you get to spend most of the year
here at school with your partner.
Lastly, if you are one of these
winter lovebirds and are wondering
how to leave a lasting impression,
here are a couple suggestions. Take
your partner out to a nice dinner. Cuddle together and watch a
holiday movie. But the best holiday
gift you can give someone is to
find mistletoe, and present them
with the most magical gift of all:
a kiss from you. Your partner will
keep the warm fuzzy taste of your
smooch with them over the break
and your reuniting kiss will be more
magical then ever.

There is an old myth that it is
inappropriate to wear white after
Labor Day, i.e. after summer is over.
I call this a myth because it is. It’s
ridiculous to expect normal people to reject perfectly lovely white
sweaters in the depths of winter,
or clean-cut white collared shirts
— a staple of any wardrobe in any
season. Secondly, it’s ridiculous
because summer does not end until
fall begins, the autumn equinox
typically falls two or three weeks
after Labor Day; and besides that,
it’s warm until October, even in
Wisconsin.
I mention this old and clearly
ridiculous myth to make a point:
today, we have very few rules, good

or bad, about everyday fashion. Even
the age-old rule against mixing black
and brown has now been utterly
dismissed as old-fashioned, mythic,
even. No, we are fashion anarchists.
Anarchy is not necessarily a bad
thing. The Sex Pistols had some
seriously great hair, not to mention
music. However, when anarchy happens to your shoe wardrobe (or lack
of wardrobe, or shoes…), it is 100
percent unacceptable.
Why, for example, does one insist
on wearing flip-flops into November
(well into November, I might add, I
just saw some the other day)? Did
you know that frostbite could cause
you to lose skin or toes? Want to
assess whether the day merits wear-

Steven X. Flynn
Columnist

If you like to drink Coke or Pepsi
and you’ve traveled outside the U.S.,
you might have noticed that Coke
tastes different in other countries.
It’s more delicious. Why?
In Europe, Canada, Mexico and
everywhere else, Coke uses pure
cane sugar. But in the U.S., Coke uses
high-fructose corn syrup (HFCS), an
artificial sweetener. The next time
you go to a grocery story, look for
“Mexican Coke” in the back aisles.
It looks like a nostalgic glass Coke
bottle that uses real sugar instead of
HFCS. Try it out to see why soda in
America leaves a lot to be desired.
So why am I talking about
Mexican Coke in a political op/ed
column? Because Coke in America
sucks, and the government is to
blame. Coke in the U.S. uses HFCS
instead of cane sugar, not because
it’s a superior sweetener, not because
it’s truly cheaper, or because it’s
easier to process than sugar, but
because of the federal government’s
agricultural trade policy.
In 1982, ADM, a company that
manufacturers artificial sweeteners
like HFCS, successfully lobbied the
federal government to pass draconian sugar importation quotas. It’s
all about supply and demand: when
the supply of sugar is artificially
restricted, the price will go up, and
that is exactly what has happened
with sugar ever since.
We don’t see real cane sugar in
Coke and Pepsi products because
imported sugar is prohibitively
expensive to use in manufacturing. In a truly free market without

Bunke’s Blurb
Going to the library is like
having sex with a prostitute. The
prospect of the whole situation
is pretty unappealing, the actual
event is confusing and noisy, and
the feelings afterwards are those
of regret and horror. As 10th week
draws ever-closer, a lot of students
will fall headfirst into the gargantuan trap that is the Mudd Library,
ing flip-flops? Try doing more than
looking out the window (sun in winter does not equal warmth); check
the weather on the Internet.
Okay, so maybe you don’t have
other shoes, though I find that highly unlikely. There are trillions of
shoe styles and millions of shoe
stores. There are cheap shoes as well
as expensive shoes. Also, socks help
with warmth.
This brings me to the next point:
ballet flats in the winter are almost
as bad as flip-flops in the winter.
I appreciate their stylistic merit as
much as the next woman; I acknowledge the nearly limitless appeal of
the assuredly limitless varieties
pumped out by every possible shoe

“Publish the Laerencian.”

“Sig Ep Swimsuit Edition.”

-Peter Bennett

-Aneesh Chauhan

“I‘d use it for my Cheney paper
- It’s twelve pages long!”
-Maria Martin

price controls, import quotas and
other market distortions, consumers would dictate what kinds of
soda products we see in stores.
Instead, when the government
distorts the market to benefit megacorporate farmers, Coke and Pepsi
have a harder time justifying the use
of a superior, yet foreign-produced,
ingredient.
You may still be reading this
and thinking that other issues are
of far greater importance to write
about, like global warming and
world peace. But governments creating trade restrictions that distort
the soft drink market is just one
of thousands of examples of government policy benefiting corporations and special interests over the
people, “the little guy.”
The last problem with government trade restrictions and Big Soda
is how these sugar quotas stifle
innovation and artificially raise
entry requirements for alternative
soda brands that might want to use
real sugar.
Max Raskin of the Ludwig von
Mises Institute concluded a recent
article of his on that subject: “Under
a system of tariffs, subsidies, and
restrictions, we get companies like
Coke and Pepsi producing collectivist drinks for the masses,” he
wrote.
“There is nothing exciting about
these products because there is
nothing exciting about the system
that produces them. Interventionism
is restrictive; it confines the innovative human mind, while the laissezfaire economy unleashes it.”

unprotected and unaware of the
misery and woe that await them.
A nightwalker of knowledge, the
Mudd demands a student’s time
and sanity in return for its twisted
and revolting services. And that’s
all I have to say about that.

Alex Bunke
merchant globally, and I have been
prey to their beauty.
However pretty, they are inappropriate for wear in cold weather,
even sunny cold weather — especially if you insist on forgetting
about socks (nylons or knee highs
may increase the acceptability of
flats, but still only to a certain temperature).
The point is that while some
fashion rules are obsolete, others
should not simply be followed, they
should be common sense. Frankly, I
don’t care if your replacement shoes,
once you’ve gone out and acquired
them, are not exactly fashion-forward. As long as they cover your feet
appropriately, that’s a big step.

“I‘d sit on the toilet longer!”
-Teresa Hardison
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Building hours too restrictive
The Conservatory and the library cover the needs of almost everyone on campus. It’s great that both remain open until 1 a.m. during the
week. However, many students’ needs exceed the boundaries of these
two buildings or the time restrictions of these and other buildings such
as Science Hall and Main Hall.
Because science students typically need to visit labs frequently,
they are allowed passes to enter Science Hall. But lately, security has
been cracking down on students staying late in the building. This seems
contradictory: Students are expected to be faithful to the honor code
when in the building, are allowed access, but are asked to leave nonetheless? Restrictions such as these are unrealistic.
Clearly there are logical reasons for closing or locking buildings.
This reduces the threat of undesirable public access, for one. And, of
course, student building monitors cannot be expected to work night
shifts to watch the doors. Also, students should perhaps be encouraged
to call it a night at a relatively reasonable hour.
Although it is unhealthy to pull all-nighters or extremely late
nights on a regular basis, it is sometimes necessary for students to do
so. For those students who have roommates and don’t have access to
Science Hall, it can be quite difficult to find a space to stay up and do
homework.
It is not simply the early closing hours of buildings that are unrealistic, however. On weekends, the problem is the too-late opening hours
of places such as the library or the grill. Coffee before noon, when the
grill opens on Saturday and Sundays, is often essential.
Many students would appreciate earlier access to the library as
well. We understand that it is hard to keep buildings open at times that
will satisfy all students, but perhaps one solution could be allowing
students to vote for building hours, just as we do for quiet hours in
our dorms.
All in all, we greatly appreciate all that Lawrence does to allow for
our individual study habits. But as we all learn in school, time is of the
essence — particularly when it comes to the coffee.

Letter to the Editor
SWAHP thanks you for helping
save children!

Our bountiful planet has plenty
of food to feed the entire population, yet many people suffer from
hunger and malnutrition. Good
news stories about malnutrition
are almost never heard. Every year,
malnutrition kills five million children — that’s one child every six
seconds. But now, the Nobel Prizewinning relief group “Doctors
Without Borders” says it finally
has something that can save millions of these children. It’s cheap,
easy to make, and easy to use. This
miraculous cure is a ready-to-eat,
vitamin-enriched concoction called
“Plumpynut.” This concoction is
very simple and includes peanut
butter, powdered milk, powdered
sugar, and is enriched with vitamins and minerals. It tastes like a
peanut butter paste and does not

Hippo City

Columnist

Sloppy McFlipflop, it is
almost Decmeber. Please
get a coat — we will start
a donation box.
Good Sir Long-FacebookNotes, your life is not
really that interesting.

flushed. Indulge them
sometimes.
Sometimes when I see
the faces of certain
Facebook users, the
images keep me up at
night. Please do something about that.
Gaucho wearers of the
world, no one wants to
see your camel-toe.

Bathroom users of Sage
Hall, toilets love to be

need refrigeration, water or cooking.

Jeanelle Adams

James Eric Prichard

Johnny McBowlcut, after
weeks of making fun of
your poor hair choice,
I now mourn the loss of
the former 'do.

7

The Turkey Trot
I read somewhere that the War
on Christmas has spilled over onto
Thanksgiving. While I have not
personally experienced such an
attack, I would not be surprised
to learn that such assaults are
daily occurrences in places like
Hollywood and New York City.
Anyone whom this report does not
trouble does not understand the
importance of Thanksgiving.
One nice part about the third
Thursday of November is that it is
a time for inward reflection. You
can’t give thanks without thinking
about what you have to give thanks
for, and you can’t do that without
thinking about yourself. Halloween
is for children and Hanukkah is
for Jews, but at Thanksgiving I

“I’d strengthen the walls of my
newspaper fort with it.”

-Melody Moberg

-Dieter Huneryager

get to focus on numero uno and
think about myself all day long. I
can also boast a little, telling the
grandparents that I’m thankful for
being the most attractive one of
the family.
The self-centered aspect of
Thanksgiving does not make it
great, however. Thanksgiving
is great because it is the most
American holiday. Some might disagree, saying that that title goes
to the Fourth of July, but that
holiday only exists because the
Declaration of Independence was
signed on that day. People didn’t
come to America from England
to sign a declaration, but in order
to create a Christian nation. Who
were the Christianest of the original Americans? The Pilgrims. And
what holiday did they start? I
thought so.
Thanksgiving
is
the
Americanest holiday not only in
its origins, but also in its current
practices. The two annual televised sporting events are football
games, and football is America’s
best sport. Thanksgiving also kicks
off the official Christmas gift-buying season, and if there are two
things Americans like, they are
spending money and getting stuff.
If there are three things Americans
like, the third would probably be
America itself. I once met a guy
in Mexico who told me that most
Mexicans have the impression
that Americans are very patriotic.
Then I tried to get him to say
bad things about America, but he

Doctors Without
Borders USA

P.O. Box 5030
Hagerstown, MD 21741-5030

wouldn’t. If there are four things
that Americans like, the fourth is
eating food and getting fat, and we
all know that the defining feature
of the holiday is the Thanksgiving
feast.
While probably not at number
five, family is definitely one of the
top ten most cared about things in
America, and one of my favorite
parts of Thanksgiving is the time
spent with family. I went home
for the holiday and relished the
opportunity to catch up with my
siblings. You would be surprised
at the number of changes that you
don’t hear about when you don’t
call home. It turns out that my
oldest and dumbest sister somehow got a job teaching kids in
Florida. Look out, Future America!
My brother Sean got into college,
which none of us thought would
happen, so we’re pretty proud of
him for that. We just forget about
the fact that he attends Gustavus,
the Ripon College of Minnesota.
The only bad news from the home
front is that my youngest sister has
become obsessed with all things
related to Disney princesses. I just
hope that she loses this immature
fascination before she grows up
and, say, wants to have a princessthemed wedding in Disneyworld.
Such an event would make me
wonder if her development had
been arrested at some point, and
would probably make her groom
look like a real idiot.

Photo poll by Sarah Page

“Expand the Photo Poll section!”

Why are so
many kids dying from malnutrition? Because they can’t get the
milk, vitamins and minerals their
young bodies need. Mothers in
these villages can’t produce enough
milk themselves and can’t afford
to buy it and even if they could,
they can’t store it because there’s
no electricity, so no refrigeration.
Powdered milk is useless because
most villagers don’t have clean
water. Plumpynut was designed to
overcome all these obstacles.
Lawrence’s Students War
Against Hunger and Poverty
(SWAHP) heard about this noteworthy project and decided to
take action. As a part of their

National Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week, SWAHP members went to various dorms on
campus and collected donations
for Plumpynut. Their fundraiser
was a huge success as they raised
$380.54! The small donation of
$1 supplies one day’s worth of
Plumpynut for one child in an
impoverished country. Through
the generosity of the Lawrence
community, SWAHP was able to
raise enough funds to supply 380
children with Plumpynut for one
day. If you took part in helping to
save a child’s life, thank you!
If you did not make a contribution, but would still like to do
so, please send donations directly
to Doctors Without Borders and
indicate your donation is for
Plumpynut. Thank you!

“Build an extra special paper
boat!”

“I would put naughty pictures
of naughty people.”

-Jennie Devereaux-Weber

-Frank Forseth

The opinions expressed in
these editorials are those of the
students, faculty, and community members who submitted
them. All facts are as provided
by the authors. The Lawrentian
does not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone
to submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined
in the masthead.
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“Medea” debuts in Cloak this weekend
Joy Manweiler
for The Lawrentian

“Without a cherry-flavored condom or Annette Thornton, ‘Medea’
would not be happening,” said Maria
Giere, who plays the title role in
the upcoming production. “Medea,”
the senior theater project of David
Hanzal, director, is “a play about
love and the different aspects and
complications surrounding love,”
according to Hanzal.
The production is a modern
adaptation of the original script by
Euripides, adapted by Hanzal for
this production from the translation
by Frederic Raphael and Kenneth
McLeish.
Hanzal chose “Medea” for his
senior project for two reasons: first,
because he wanted to do a myth for
its elemental and timeless nature;
and second, he specifically chose the
work for the opportunity to dispel
common misconceptions about the
title character.
People think of Medea as a stereotype, a child-killer, but he says
that at her core, and at the core
of the play, is love. According to
Hanzal, there are a lot of universal
truths in the play; people see Jason
as a cheating husband, when really
he has much more depth than that.

Hanzal and the cast and crew of flawless world.
of Malibu is a great place for Medea
the production hope the audience
The setting wasn’t only a product to relive her final day of destruction
will walk away with a different view of wanting the audience to be com- over and over again, as the contrast
of the well-known myth.
fortable, however. The “perfection” between the setting and the events
This desire for the
will be extremely palpable.
audience’s understanding
Also, since the action is a
has helped to fuel some of
product of her memory, some
the choices that Hanzal and
of the moments are extremely
company have made dursolid, while others are more
ing the production process.
foggy or dreamlike.
First, the Greek chorus of
Hanzal has been active in
15 women that is called
theater since the beginning of
for in the original has been
his Lawrence career, though he
removed along with their
originally was an English major
choral odes because, as Giere
only (he is now a theater arts/
said, “we’re just not about
English double major, studio
choral odes anymore.”
art minor).
Instead, one woman who
He appeared in the mainis involved in the story comstage
productions
“Our
ments on the action in a
Country’s Good” and “First
more personal way than the
Lady,” and has experience stage
traditional chorus would,
managing mainstage producthrough familiar modern
tions as well. His true passion,
songs.
however, lies in smaller indeSecond, the modern setpendent productions.
ting will make the perforLast year he appeared in
mance more accessible to the
“The Turn of the Screw,” directaudience than a traditional
ed by Gwen Kelly-Masterton,
setting would. The play is
who appears in “Medea.”
set in present-day Malibu,
He also directed V-Day’s
Calif. (“our Mt. Olympus,”
production of The Vagina
as Giere put it), which not
Monologues last year, and will
only eases the audience with
Photo courtesy of Facebook direct this year’s LUMP musical
its familiarity but also gives David Hanzal's senior project "Medea" premieres Friday night in Cloak (Cabaret) and next term’s The
the impression of a pristine, Theatre, presenting a modern-day interpretation of the myth.
Shape of Things, which is the

combined senior theatre project of
Aram Monisoff, Kim Stabile, and
Giere.
He and Giere attribute their success at Lawrence largely to Annette
Thornton, postdoctoral fellow in
theatre arts, who also appears in
“Medea.”
“She’s really helped us find ourselves as artists, and as people,” said
Hanzal. Giere agreed, “She’s just
been absolutely transformative.”
The production process has
been extremely collaborative in
every aspect. With costume design
by Daniella Cartun, lighting design
by Stabile, makeup design by Katie
Cravens, acting by Nikko Benson,
Julia Robinson, Caroline Mandler,
Erika Thiede, and others mentioned
above, and MarVanna Avery-Cash,
Lauren Shorofsky, Stabile, and Jess
Vittitoe in the booth, “Medea” is
poised for success.
Performances are at 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec.
1 in Cloak Theatre. Tickets are free
and the performances are open
to the public, but seating will be
extremely limited due to set restrictions, so arrive early (doors open
at 7:30). Recommended for mature
audiences only; no one under 12 will
be admitted.

"No Country for Old Men" nearly perfect Kevin Drew impresses
Corey Lehnert
Editor-in-Chief

retrieve the cash.
To call Chigurh “determined,”
however, appears to be an understatement for the sort of incessant
drive at the heart of his behavior.
Chigurh bases his actions on
objective principles only he can
understand --principles, for instance,
that make it acceptable to plug somebody in the head with a cattle gun to
pick up a new set of wheels.
Chigurh exhibits such cold confidence regarding the infallibility of
these principles that one gets the
impression that it is not a question
of if something will occur, but when
he wills it to occur. Save for the
cattle gun, he is not unlike a fellow
staple of the Texas plains, Chuck
Norris.
Despite first-rate performances by Jones and Brolin, Bardem’s
Chigurh dominates every scene, so
much so that at times the film feels
like a cruel existential experiment
— a particularly exciting and riveting one, I must stress — conducted
by this heartless killer in an effort to
observe the peculiarities of ordinary
man.
The only thing more seamless
than Chigurh’s hold on the moviegoer, however, is the directors’

Joel and Ethan Coen’s new film,
“No Country for Old Men,” opens
upon scene after scene of the Texas
plains — vast, empty, and uncompromising — as the voice of Sheriff
Ed Tom Bell (Tommy Lee Jones)
muses as to the cruel and absurd
realities of life on this planet. In
all his fatigue and desperation, Bell
might trick Lawrentians into thinking that he too is in the throes of
10th week.
That is, until we find that Bell is
clinging to the trail of a killer whose
path of violence in pursuit of $2 million redefines ruthlessness.
Given the voluminous praise
doled out by critics far and wide for
the Coen brothers’ new film, tightly
adapted from the novel by Cormac
McCarthy, I can’t help but feel a bit
shameful to offer more of the same.
The truth is, however, that “No
Country” is a fantastic film — a
work of gripping story, rich characters, and immaculate technique that
stands to be a near-perfect execution
of a modern Western.
“No Country for Old Men” focuses largely on the
third party in this
game of cat and
mouse — a working class Texan
by the name of
Lewellyn
Moss
(Josh
Brolin).
While on a weekend
antelope
hunt, Moss happens across the
satchel full of
money amidst a
mass of victims
of a heated drug
battle.
Taking
the
bag, it is not long
before Moss catches the attention
of Anton Chigurh
(Javier Bardem),
the psychopathic
killer deterJosh Brolin plays Lewellyn Moss in "No Country for Old Men".
mined
to

cinematic technique that perfectly
captures the essence of McCarthy’s
novel, following the book down to its
punctuated hesitations and gasps.
Indeed, given McCarthy and the
Coens’ thematic similarities, I’m
hard-pressed to say anyone could
do a better job in bringing the story
to film.
The Coen brothers improve upon
McCarthy, however, subtly imbuing “No Country” with an underlying absurdist humor and atmosphere that works to elicit a chuckle
moments before an anxious groan.
They do such a good job in
their manipulation of the audience,
in fact, that I’m inclined to believe
that even the less-compelling parts
of the film, specifically Sheriff Bell’s
account of a dream, are intended as
some veiled metaphor about mundane existence.
In summation, “No Country for
Old Men” is a film of near-perfect
execution, what with its deft balancing of visceral thrills and philosophical search for meaning in a largely
meaningless world. If nothing else,
you might watch it over Christmas
break and reflect on how maybe
10th week isn’t that bad after all.

Photo courtesy of Google images

Matt Pflaum
Staff Writer

During Lollapalooza 2006,
Broken Social Scene played what
was widely considered to be the best
set of the festival. Meanwhile, I was
across the field trying to stake out
a good spot for the Red Hot Chili
Peppers. Needless to say, this is
a decision I’ve intensely regretted
ever since I first heard “You Forgot
It In People,” Broken Social Scene’s
second album, a few months later.
To attempt to atone for this mistake,
I jumped on the first chance I had
to see them live — at the Metro in
Chicago on November 3.
This tour is in support of founding member Kevin Drew’s solo album,
“Spirit If...,” and the show was billed
as “Broken Social Scene performs
Kevin Drew’s ‘Spirit If….’” This led
to some uncertainty as to what I
would be seeing exactly — was this a
proper Broken Social Scene show, or
basically a Kevin Drew solo show?
The correct answer lay somewhere in between. Broken Social
Scene is an ever-evolving collective,
and this tour can be seen as a new
phase for them. However, about twothirds of the show was material
from “Spirit If…,” and Drew assumed
frontman status more so than in
the past. The lineup was also vastly
stripped down compared to previous
tours, with guitarist/bassist Brendan
Canning (also a founding member)
and drummer Justin Peroff the only
other former members of the collective to be present for this show.
Three touring musicians, including American Analog Set’s Andrew
Kenny on keyboards, supplemented
them. Missing were the strings, horn
section, and female singers that have
been Broken Social Scene staples in
the past.
This smaller lineup was appropriate considering the somewhat sparse
arrangements on the new album.
“Farewell to the Pressure Kids”
rocked louder and faster than it does
on “Spirit If…,” and “Bodhi Sappy
Weekend” sounded great despite the

lack of strings that are integral to the
studio version. Best of all from the
new material was “Backed Out On
The…,” which provoked a rapturous
audience response and significantly
raised the energy level of the show.
However, I was disappointed that
my two favorite songs from the
new album, “Frightening Lives” and
“Gang Bang Suicide,” sounded better
in the studio.
The show had an incredibly loose
and relaxed feel to it. This was often
a good thing, as demonstrated by an
impromptu cover of “The Wagon”
by Dinosaur Jr. The band clearly
had not rehearsed the song, but
still executed it well. On the other
hand, the relaxed nature of the show
was occasionally problematic. The
band took a long time to transition
between songs, leisurely switching
instruments and tuning guitars while
Drew and Canning bantered with
the crowd. Much of this banter was
welcome, as Drew and Canning are
very funny guys. But the two- or
three-minute pauses between songs
were a bit much at times.
Of course, the band also played
older Broken Social Scene material
— the “hits,” as Drew referred to
them. Before performing an intense
guitar-driven version of “Lover’s
Spit,” Drew remarked that he would
“probably be playing that song for
the rest of my life.” Nonetheless, the
performance convincingly showed
that he has not yet lost passion
for his older material. “Cause=Time”
was every bit as intense live as I had
hoped, while “It’s All Gonna Break”
was performed solo by Drew and
Canning before the rest of the band
joined them midway through for an
explosive finish.
As good as the classic material
sounded, I still found myself wondering how much better it might
have been if the full collective was
present. Still, it is best to accept the
show for what it was, rather than
comparing it to previous Broken
Social Scene tours. As Drew put it,
“either we wouldn’t come at all, or
we’d come like this.” I was glad they
did.
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Coming to WLFM Pick of the Week - Tastes of LU’s Radio Station
your senses Animal Collective - “Strawberry Jam”
Movies
Friday, November 30
“Awake”
“The Diving Bell and the
Butterfly”
“Flawless”
“Oswald’s Ghost”
“The Sasquatch Gang”

DVD
Tuesday, December 4
“Superbad”
“Pirates of the Caribbean: At
World’s End”
“The Nanny Diaries”
“Arctic Tale”
“The Hottest State”

Music
Tuesday, December 4
Daft Punk
“Alive 2007”
Ghostface Killah
“The Big Dough Rehab”
Wyclef Jean
“Carnival II”

Chris Wright

WLFM Station Manager
for The Lawrentian

This collective of Brooklynbased, Baltimore-born musical
animals have made an album that
makes me feel like I’m eating cotton
candy. More precisely, an exquisitely
flavorful, almost overpowering bite
of rainbow-flavored cotton candy
eaten during at an extraordinarily
noisy day at the zoo, a zoo full of
hormone-charged monkeys, scorching heat, and screaming elementaryschool children.
This experimental indie psychpop/noise-rock band’s release is a
dense album, full of indie-pop gems
drenched in a mad scientist’s digital
manipulation, soaring, nearly-unintelligible vocals and an impressive
range of instrumentation.
Comprised of multi-instrumentalists/processors/programmers
Avery Tare, Geologist, Panda Bear,
and Deakin, Animal Collective have
been making generally confusing
digitally-infused pop since the early
2000s in their native Baltimore.
It wasn’t until their 2005 release,
“Feels” (Fat Cat Records), though,
that the band received some muchneeded recognition. Garnering extensive critical acclaim, the album led to
an extended tour and a spot on the
Domino Records catalog.

“Strawberry Jam” was released
Sept. 11, 2007 on Domino following an online leak of the recording
in March. With “Strawberry Jam,”
though, Animal Collective have
allowed one of their weakest links,
Tare’s electronically manipulatedvocals, to become the album’s driving force.
In songs like the album-opener
“Peacebone,” the listener is treated
to bubbling electronic beeps and
driving Arcade Fire-like orchestration.
Right off the bat, though, Tare’s
vocals are showcased with psuedononsense lines like, “My Peace Bone
got found in a dinosaur wing/like
jumping all over for my views are
slowly shrinking/it was a jugular
vein in a juggler’s girl/it was supposedly leaking the most interesting
colors.”
This leads into a great chorus of
“We want you inside/because you’re
inside.” Truth be told, the band
Animal Collective has never been too
highly prized for its lyricism. With
this album, though, the quartet has
decided to place increasing emphasis on showcasing Tare’s improved
vocal range and particularly interesting subject matter.
The album’s single, “Fireworks,”
kicks off with a galloping electronically-manipulated drum pattern

Modest Mouse runs amok
Lindsay Semph and
Mike Korcek
for The Lawrentian

Sunday, Nov. 11, in the Eagle’s
Ballroom at The Rave in Milwaukee,
people from many walks of life witnessed the forces of Modest Mouse
in all their aggressive glory.
United with the efforts of opening acts Love is Laughter and Man
Man, the night progressed into dance
floor chaos and musical mayhem.
Love is Laughter, straight off an
express flight from Brooklyn, set a
mellow tone early in the evening that
was soon to be contested by the following performances.
Blowing Love is Laughter off the
stage with their multi-instrumental
theatrics and random antics, Man
Man proved indeed to be not only be
men but men squared, mathematically speaking.
Instigating raucous reactions
from the masses, Man Man complemented the energy of Modest Mouse
and functioned as a seamless transition.
Running amok onstage with
kazoos and drumsticks soaring
through the air, screaming in unison,

and using unconventional percussive
instruments such as cans, tubes,
and a bowl of water, this “ensemble”
sparked thoughts of Dada-esque performances.
The sea of concertgoers went
with the flow of Man Man’s crazy
vibes and was overwhelmed by the
appearance of Modest Mouse, most
notably the ferocity of lead singer/
guitarist/banjoist Isaac Brock.
It was interesting to see Johnny
Marr, former guitarist of The Smiths,
rocking it out as another new member of the group. Drawing mostly
from their newest album that came
out this past April, “We Were Dead
Before The Ship Even Sank,” the
performance seemed reminiscent of
pre-”Float On” Modest Mouse rockability.
This album, with its upbeat and
enthusiastic melodies, justifies the
fact that many shows on this tour
have sold out, as was evident in
Milwaukee with the crowd spilling
past general admission, encroaching
into “much needed” bar space.
All in all, the concert was nothing
short of Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride (in a
more mammalian sense).

Libertines
“Time for Heroes - The Best
of the Libertines”
Blake Lewis
“Audio Daydream (ADD)”

Photo by Lindsay Semph
Isaac Brock leads Modest Mouse in a ferocious set at The Rave in Milwaukee on Nov. 11.

Photo courtesy of Google.com

accompanied by melodious chanting, leading into a daydreaming Tare
belting, “Now it’s day/I’ve been trying/to get that taste off my tongue/I
was dreaming of horseshoes/now
my cereal, it is warm.”
Cantering along, the song’s
rhythms lead to the ultimate instrumental on-ramp. The electronics are
quietly extinguished, various jungle
sounds are substituted in, and a
solid bass drum drops four on the
floor.
It is when Tare sings, “I’ve been
eating with a good friend/he said the
genie made me a little earth skin/in
spite of her she is my birth kin/she
spits me out in her surrogate river!”
that we can finally relax, tap our
feet, and say “Animal Collective, you
make me feel like dancing with a

multi-colored Giant Panda!”
With song titles like “Unsolved
Mysteries”, “For Reverend Green”
and “Winter Wonder Land”, Animal
Collective is not afraid of being one
of the only new indie-pop bands
to actually release something that,
while not exactly the easiest of listening, is daring, happy, and worthwhile.
Here is a pop gem that takes
equal cues from acid-dropping
Wayne Coyne, electronic mastermind
Steve Reich, and a good natured bit
of Barnum and Bailey. I think the
best analogy to use is this: If normal indie rock was some pretty
good organic wheat bread, Animal
Collective would be that jam you
spread on top — syrupy, rich, and
basically irresistible.

Artist Spotlight:
Ryan Olsen

by Pat Brooks

Senior Ryan Olsen,
hailing from Mounds
View, Minn., approaches the trumpet with an
unwavering artistic philosophy: “Whenever I
play, I try to make what
I am playing sound as
good as it possibly can
— to do and sound my
best,” he said. “Anything
less than that is unacceptable.”
Photo courtesy of Facebook
The determination
Olsen brings to the trumpet has certainly been fruitful. He is principal
trumpet in LSO, section leader in Wind Ensemble, and despite his status as a classical trumpet performance major, he is also a member of
LUJE.
“I love listening to jazz, but I’m more experienced at classical so I
am better at it. As much as I love jazz, I’m not as comfortable playing
it,” Olsen explained.
Olsen’s initial musical interest was in percussion, but “there were no
spots available in my fifth grade band as a percussionist, so I just didn’t
play in it that year. In sixth grade I joined as a trumpeter instead,” he
said. Olsen played trumpet in marching band in high school, and joined
Drum Corps for a summer before coming to Lawrence.
Despite his continued involvement with the instrument, Olsen never
took private lessons until coming to Lawrence. “I took piano lessons
from 4th to 7th grade, and practicing piano was a chore, so I was worried that if I took private trumpet lessons, trumpet would turn into a
chore too,” he said.
“All throughout high school, my basic training was playing in bands,
and listening to good players and recordings and trying to imitate
them.”
Some of Olsen’s musical highlights include an opportunity in high
school to play in Minnesota’s Orchestra Hall with the Minnesota AllState Orchestra under direction of Lawrence’s own David Becker, and
his most recent performance at the PAC with LUJE. “I remember the
curtain going up and just looking at a sold-out concert hall in awe,” he
says of the PAC concert.
You can see Olsen performing onstage this Saturday with Wind
Ensemble, or next Friday with LSO. He also has a recital coming up in
February 2 at 8 p.m., so be sure to check it out!
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Sports in the
real world …

Dylan Fogel
Staff Writer

North Carolina played Brigham
Young University over Thanksgiving
weekend, and the Cougars from BYU
nearly pulled off an upset of the
number one team in the country.
What struck me about this game
was how much older BYU was than
the Tar Heels. North Carolina starts
three sophomores and two juniors;
BYU on the other hand starts two
seniors, two juniors, and one sophomore. This illustrates a change in
the landscape of college basketball.
Since David Stern’s decision to raise
the NBA’s age minimum to 19, we
have seen a burst of talented youth
in college basketball.
It started last year with Kevin
Durant and Greg Oden and is continuing this year with O.J Mayo,
Kevin Love, Derrick Rose, and Eric
Gordon. Teams are getting younger as high profile players are now
forced to go to school before making the inevitable jump to the NBA.
This has affected college basketball
tremendously. First of all, teams are
becoming younger and less disciplined. They are relying on pure
talent and athleticism instead of
well-disciplined team play. Coaches
are now committing to players for
one or two years, and hoping to win
quickly, this completely defeats the
idea of college athletics.
A college athlete, or student athlete, attends college with the intention of getting a degree and being
able to play a sport or sports, while
accomplishing this task. It is well
known that Division I athletes receive
certain perks for playing sports at
the biggest schools. There are many
documented cases of boosters giving
“gifts” to the athletes (think Maurice
Clarett and the current Reggie Bush
investigation). However, everyone
looked the other way, because at
least the athletes were getting an
education and most of them a degree.
Now with the age restriction, college
has become a detour to the NBA,
and another media outlet in which
to market the players. Receiving an
education has become secondary. O.
J. Mayo has made that obvious when
he was quoted saying that he chose
USC because of its close relation to
Hollywood and the stars.
Thankfully, the veteran experience has not been overshadowed and
completely lost during this youth
movement. The senior and junior
dominated teams are still the ones
that win in March, and this will
always be the case. So come March,
be sure to watch the Butlers and
Brigham Youngs.
Dylan’s Prediction
Milwaukee Bucks will go 3-0 this
week.
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Men’s basketball gets two road wins
Ben Webster
Staff Writer

The weekend before Turkey
Day, the Lawrence men’s basketball
team recorded two victories over
Dominican and Concordia Colleges.
Lawrence beat Dominican handily 87-72 on Friday, and skated past
Concordia 72-68 Saturday in the
River Forest Classic.
Apparently new head coach Joel
Depagter knows what he is doing.
These debut regular season wins
have created a buzz of optimism
surrounding this week’s practice
— great vibes for a Lawrence team
that will travel all the way down to
Lake Forest Friday, Nov. 30, and then
to Monmouth on Saturday.
Lawrence came into rhythm midway through the second half against
Dominican led by a big score from
guard Jamie DeMatthew, and then a
big rebound on the other end.
Senior Andy Hurley had a gamehigh 9 rebounds and lit it up with 15

points. Senior guard Ben Rosenblatt
tied that with 15 of his own, and
junior Ryan Kroeger added 11 points,
as the Vikings ran past Dominican
late in the game.
Lawrence went on a 13-6 run in
the first half to jump ahead early,
but Dominican did not lie down,
persisting enough to cut the lead to
three with 12:44 remaining.
After that, it was all LU as Ryan
Wendel sank a jumper and Tommy
Schmidt drilled a Tre. The wick was
lit, and Lawrence stayed on fire scoring the next nine points as Kroeger
launched a three-point missile for
the grand finale.
Great defense shut the door on
Dominican not letting them within
12 points as the Vikings took care
of business winning the seventh of
their last eight season openers.
Ben Rosenblatt never cooled
down Friday night. Saturday, he
clinched the win against Concordia
with a three-pointer in the last seven
seconds of the game.

John Dekker came off the bench
to score 14 points, and LU built its
biggest lead in the first half to 37-26
with a pair of free throws from Jayce
Apelgren.
Rosenblatt came out of the locker room smoking, opening the second half with a three ball to give LU
the biggest lead of the night.
But Concordia was pesky and
went on a 9-1 run with four minutes
left in the game. If it weren’t for Chris
Page’s 15 points and Rosenblatt’s
clutch three-point shooting the Vikes
may have been run over by the rolling Cobbers.
The Vikes play at Lake Forest
this weekend. Lawrence split with
Lake Forest last year making this
next game an anticipated and interesting rivalry.
The men’s basketball team obviously hopes to remain undefeated
in the regular season, and go undefeated in conference play this weekend. Any fan support is appreciated
— come out and show your colors.
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Men’s Basketball

Lawrence
		
Dominican University
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72
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Women’s Basketball
Lawrence
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73
45
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North Central College

59
61

Lawrence
Marian College

		
		

72
57

Lawrence
		
Lake Forest 		

1
1

Hockey

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and
www.midwestconference.
org and are current as of
Nov. 28, 2007

Getting to know Assistant Football Coach Matt Kehrein
Andrew Schneider

taking on the responsibilities of an
assistant track coach.

Coach Kehrein is currently one
the longest serving coaches in the
Lawrence Athletic department. He
presently holds positions as both
an assistant football coach and an
assistant track coach.

Q: What was you major as an
undergrad here at LU?
A: History.

Staff Writer

Q: How long have you been at
Lawrence?
A: I graduated from Lawrence in
1998 and have been here ever since.
Q: What different positions have
you held at LU?
A: Following my years as a student, I was assistant track coach
from 1999-2001; then was head
track coach and an assistant football
coach from 2002-2005; then from
2005-2007 I was strictly an assistant football coach; and beginning
this year, I will be continuing as an
assistant football coach as well as

Q: Who was you favorite professor while you were a student?
A: It was a visiting professor by
the name of William Sloan Coffin.
Sadly he just passed away.
Q: What sports did you participate in while you were a student?
A: I did two years of football
during my freshman and sophomore
years and did 4 years of track.
Q: What is you favorite restaurant in the Appleton area?
A: It was Mongo’s but it recently
shut down.
Q: What was you favorite athletic road trip either as a player or

coach?
A: I have two favorites. One was
when I went to New York for nationals as the track coach in 2003. They
charter us a plane and everything
it was a lot of fun. The second trip
would have to be the track team’s
annual trip to Florida during spring
break while I was coaching. We had
a lot of great times down there and
competed well too.

as well as An Inconvenient Truth by
Al Gore.
Q: What’s you favorite NFL
team?
A: The Green Bay Packers.
Q: How far do you think they’ll
go in the playoffs this season?
A: At least the NFC Championship,
that’s a safe bet.

Q: What’s you favorite drill to
run as a coach?
A: (Laughs) It would have to be
watching the football guys flip tires.
Q: How would you describe your
political views?
A: I would say I am a free and
independent thinker.
Q: What’s a book that you recently read and enjoyed?
A: I’d have to say Confessions of
an Economic Hitman by John Perkins

Hockey pulls off a strong game at Lake Forest
Ted Greeley
Staff Writer

The men’s hockey team took on
Lake Forest this past Saturday night
in a game that would end in a tie.
Marc Howe put the Vikings up
early in the first period. Nick Jennette
dumped the puck into the corner
and an odd bounce brought the puck
out to Howe who put it under the
cross bar and into the net at 3:54
of the first period. Goaltender Evan
Johnson got the second assist on
the goal.

The Vikings kept the lead until
18:01 of the first period, when Chris
Wilson of the Foresters got the puck
past Johnson. The period ended with
the score knotted at 1.
The second period was back and
forth, but neither team could get
the puck past the other team’s netminder.
In the third period the Vikings
outshot the Foresters 11-5. The
Vikings had a nice chance near the
end of the period; but the puck
stayed out of the net and the teams

would head to overtime.
The five-minute overtime period
saw the Foresters out shoot the
Viking five to one, but the Foresters
could not score. Ultimately, the
teams skated to a 1-1 tie.
The game became was a goaltenders’ duel. Viking goalie Johnson kept
31 shots out of the net, while Scott
Campbell turned away 28 for the
Foresters. Johnson received Midwest
Conference Hockey Association
Player of the Week for his efforts.
Both teams were hurt by their

inability to score on the man advantage as the Vikings went 0 for 3 and
the Foresters went 0 for 7. Riley
Stank commented after the game,
“We struggled offensively, but this
shows us we can be effective playing
as a defensive-minded team and rely
on Evan for solid goaltending.”
The Vikings will head to
Crookston, Minn. to take on the
University of Minnesota-Crookston
Golden Eagles this weekend. The
conference games will take place on
December 1 and 2 at 2 p.m.

Lawrence women's basketball defeats the Marian College Sabres
Ted Greeley
Staff Writer

The Lawrence University women’s basketball team started the season winning two of their first three
games. On November 16 and 17,
the team traveled to North Central
College to compete in the North
Central Tournament.
November 16, the Vikes tipped
off against Clarkson University out
of Potsdam, N.Y. The Vikes blew out
Clarkson with a final score of 73-45.
The Vikings had control the
entire game, and the large gap in
the score gave Coach Walsh a chance
to give every player minutes on the

floor.
Carrie Van Groll led the way with
a double-double recording 16 points
and 11 rebounds on top of leading
the team with six assists.
Saturday, the Vikings played
in the championship game against
North Central College, the host of
the tournament.
The slow start, coupled with
Kelly Mulcahy’s foul trouble, seemed
to be a bad omen for the Vikings
early in the first half.
Sarah Ehlinger, a freshman
from Wauwatosa Wis., came into fill
Mulcahy’s spot. Ehlinger stepped in
and helped the Vikings end the first
half up by three.

With 15:50 left in the second
half, the Vikings had a double-digit
lead. North Central slowly chipped
away with strong work down in the
posts. At 6:08 the score was tied at
52.
The Vikings lost a heartbreaker,
61-59. Jenny Stoner led the team
with 16 points and Carisse Reiland
led the team with 10 boards.
On Tues., November 20 the team
took on Marian at home. A slow start
by the Vikes and turnovers gave
Marian the advantage in the first
half. The Vikings entered the second
half down 37-35.
The second half was a different game. Lawrence utilized its size

against a small Marian team and cut
down on their turnovers. The Vikings
took the lead and did not look back
with 16:14 left in the second half.
The Vikings walked away with a
72-57 win, outscoring Marian 37-20
in the second half. The Vikings were
helped by a 16-0 run to start the
second half.
Jenny Stoner and Carrie Van
Groll led the team with 17 points
apiece, while Carisse Reiland recorded a double-double with 12 points
and 11 rebounds.
The Vikes showed that they are
getting used to their new triangle
offense. Van Groll received Midwest
Conference Player of the Week for

her contributions.
This weekend the Vikings will
take on Lake Forest and Monmouth.
Friday, the team travels to Lake
Forest to take on a team similar to
North Central.
The first conference test for the
Vikings should be a tough one, as
Lake Forest was preseason number
two in the conference. On Saturday
the team will take on preseason
number four Monmouth.
Starting the conference season
off with two wins could give the
Vikings a big push on their quest
towards a conference title.
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Q: What are your season goals?
A: To make it to the tournament and win it.
Q: What challenges do you hope to overcome this season?
A: Small numbers, so that means get
ready to run!
Q: What are your thoughts about the new
coach?
A: I like her. She brings new ideas and a
renewed energy to the program.
Q: What is your favorite A Line food?
A: Chicken strips during Saturday
brunch and I like the broccoli!

Q: What are your season goals?
A: To win the MCHA conference
tournament.
Q: What challenges do you hope to
overcome this season?
A: Nothing specific — just to do better than last year.
Q: What is your favorite road trip?
A: Going to Crookston in Minnesota
because we get to watch a lot of
movies.
Q: What is your favorite A Line food?
A: Monday morning breakfast.
Q: If you were stranded on an island
and could have any one thing, what
would it be?
A: Downer’s Monday morning breakfast.

Q: If you were stranded on an
island and could have any one
thing, what would it be?
A: I would want a magical genie, so I could get
whatever I wanted.

Interview by Tara Carmody

Interview by Tara Carmody

What can I do with this degree?
Christie McCowen
Associate Layout Editor

There is a question that has
been tossed around between children and adults alike for ages:
Why did the chicken cross the
road?
It turns out, the answer depends

on who you ask and perhaps what
they specialize in. If you ask Charles
Wheelan, economist and author of
“Naked Economics,” the answer
would be, “Because it maximized
his utility.”
Well, as an economics major
myself, one thing that would maximize my utility — happiness —

would be to do something useful
with my major after I graduate;
something that actually puts the
expensive, Lawrence-branded piece
of paper known as a bachelor’s
degree in economics to use.
I’ve changed my major a few
times, tossed around a couple of
minors and ended up with econom-

Career possibilities for the Economics major
GOVERNMENT

BANKING & FINANCE

Cost Analysis
Intelligence
Foreign Trade Analysis
Public Administration
Transportation Management
Urban Planning

Credit Lending
Operations
Systems
Trusts
Securities: Sales, Research

STRATEGIES
Earn a master’s degree in public
health or hospital administration.
Gain experience in healthcare
through internships.

OTHER BUSINESS AREAS

ECONOMIC MARKET
RESEARCH

STRATEGIES
Develop a solid background in
business including finance, marketing, and accounting. Gain experience through part-time, summer,
or internship positions in financial
service firms. Develop strong
interpersonal and communication
skills in order to work well with
a diverse clientele. Become the
financial officer or treasurer of a
campus organization. Get involved
with an investments club.
Earn an M.B.A. for positions in
investment banking.

Research Analysis
Consulting

INSURANCE

STRATEGIES
Become active in student government. Complete an internship
with a government agency. Earn
a graduate degree in economics,
statistics, public administration,
or a related field for promotion
and advancement. Become familiar
with government hiring practices.
Develop excellent computer, analytical, and quantitative skills.

STRATEGIES
Supplement curriculum with
courses in business, political
science, research design, survey
design, statistics, and computer
science. Earn a graduate degree
to obtain advanced research
and consulting positions. Obtain
experience in business research.
Become a student member in
related professional associations.
Get involved in student or community organizations to develop
leadership skills.

Underwriting
Sales
Operations
Claims
STRATEGIES
Develop strong interpersonal and
communication skills. Earn a business minor.
Gain sales experience. Participate
in campus organizations.
HEALTHCARE
Hospital Management
Healthcare Analysis

Management
Buying and Purchasing
Human Resources
Hospitality
Sales
STRATEGIES
Gain related business experience through internships or jobs.
Demonstrate enthusiasm and flexibility. Secure leadership positions
in campus organizations.
Earn a business minor. Obtain
sales experience.

TEACHING
Colleges and universities
Secondary public and private
schools
STRATEGIES
Earn a Ph. D. to teach in post-secondary institutions. Gain research
experience by assisting a professor. Obtain certification for public
school positions. Get experience
working with young people.
Develop strong public speaking
skills.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Choose a career focus and structure curricular and extra-curricular activities to achieve goals.
Obtain volunteer, part-time, summer, or internship experience to enhance career path. For example, complete a
finance-related internship if interested in a career in banking.
Develop an excellent background in research, statistics, and computers.
Earn a graduate degree in economics, business, or other related fields for increased marketability.
Do informational interviewing with professionals to learn more about fields of interest.

ics — a good fit, but one that made
me think: How many Lawrentians
change their major? How many have
a major but don’t know what they
are going to do with it? How many
are undecided?
Check out this section every
week for ideas and strategies to
put your interests to use and start

mapping out a path to a successful
future.
For more information visit the
Career Center or the Career
Center Webpage: http://www.
lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/
career/

Internship Opportunities
World Trade Center — Wisconsin
Location: Milwaukee, WI
Categories: Business-General, Government, International
Majors: Economics, Government, International Studies
International Business Associate internship responsibilities include:
working closely with Director of Operations to develop and coordinate
strategic business seminars for international business community, membership and press releases; performing research for member companies,
internal materials and records; developing country and industry reports
for disseminiation to membership and at programs as needed; assisting in coordination of multiple, outgoing, foreign trade missions for
local companies; constant interaction with membership; representing
and promoting organization at outside events through interaction with
International Business Community in Wisconsin and Chicago; and assisting with day-to-day office operations.
Habitat for Humanity
Rock County
Location: Milwaukee, WI
Categories: Communications,
Journalism, Non-Profit, Social
Work/Human Services
Majors: Economics, International
Studies, Psychology
American Red Cross
Minneapolis Area Chapter
Location: Minneapolis, MN
Categories: Business-General,
Communications, Education,
Finance/Banking
Majors: Computer Science,
Economics, Government,
Education
U.S. Census Bureau
Location: Washington, DC
Categories: Business-General,
Computer Science/MIS
Majors: Computer Science,
Economics, Mathematics,
Anthropology
John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts
Location: Washington, DC
Categories: Arts/Fine Arts

Majors: Economics, Music
Performance, Theatre Arts
Briggs & Stratton
Location: Milwaukee, WI
Categories: Computer Science/
MIS, Marketing/Advertising
Majors: Computer Science,
English, Economics
General Mills
Location: Minneapolis, MN
Categories: Business-General,
Finance/Banking
Majors: Economics
Congressman Steve Kagen
Location: Appleton, WI
Categories: Communications,
Government, Marketing/
Advertising, Public Relations
Majors: Economics, Government
U.S. Department of State
Location: Washington, DC
Categories: Foreign Language,
Government
Majors: Economics, Government,
History, International Studies

The Lawrentian

entertainment

12

The Life at Lawrence Crossword

Across
2 Go here for 1 a.m. dizzy
breakfasts
5 Last resort housing
6 Everyone’s favorite athletic
director
10 Tower of Purity
11 Thinks Dali’s too mainstream
12 Nickname of John Shimon in
Hollywood Autopsy
14 “The best architecture 1960
had
to offer”
15 Brainchild of Lawrence’s
Commander-in-Chief
17 Prison of Books
19 Place for breakfast in pajamas
21 Typically characterized as a
far
walk
Down
1 “Lawrence Security, ---- speaking”
3 Nickname of an addition to the
Lawrence skyline
4 A true Reh-NAY-sawnse man
5 Revises her poems far too
often
7 Previous Editor-in-Chief of
Lawrence’s finest
8 Still angry it’s no longer on
the dial
9 Hates littering, no shoes
13 First name of Lawrence’s
most
famous actor!
16 Deceased every April Fool’s
Issue
18 Now with hand sanitizer
20 Building up bright and early
with the construction

S udo k u

Top 10

Niko Radoshevich
10. James Eric Prichard’s depiction, with his hands, of how he defecates. Ask him to show you.
9. The two short poems at the
beginning and end of the album,
“Days of The Future Passed” by The
Moody Blues.
8. The act of finishing the
Birkebeiner.
7. Taking a car or car parts
apart, cleaning them, and putting
it or them back together, with the
resulting dirt under the nails of
course.
6. Thom Yorke’s voice, with
Radiohead’s key changes.
5. The sound a BMW M30 engine
makes (or any BMW inline six for
that matter) from 2000 rpm to redline at full throttle.
4. The infinite complexity and
infinite genius of biological organisms, on the macroscopic, microscopic and molecular levels.
3. Cat eyes, plain and simple.
2. Hearing the symptoms of
what a patient is complaining from,
then hearing and understanding the
resulting diagnosis and treatment.
1. Arguing with my dad, talking
with my mom, laughing with my
sisters, and playing with my dog; in
a word, family.

What’s on
your iPod?
Nick Olson

Volunteer and Community Service Center Updates
NEW WEB ADDRESS:
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/volunteer/home.html
S.O.S. — Saturday of Service:
Fox Cities Salvation Army’s
League of Mercy
December 1, 10:15-11:30am
“Saturday of Service” (S.O.S.) is an
ongoing Volunteer and Community
Service Center program developed
to enable students to participate
in volunteer opportunities that fit
their interests. Each event is different, without requiring commitment
for future S.O.S. programs.
Bring holiday cheer to the residents
of the Outagamie County Health
Center’s Brewster Village.

The Salvation Army is providing the
gifts — BYO holiday cheer.
Transportation will be provided Meet at the Wriston Turnaround at
10 a.m. No RSVP necessary!

December 10-14 and 17-21
Wrapping Christmas Gifts for the
donors who come into the Blood
Center as thanks for their lifesaving
donation.

An opportunity for students staying
on campus over winter break!

TIMES: 10:30-1:30, 1:30-4:30, 4:306:30 on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday, OR 7:00-10:00, 10:001:00 on Wednesday and Friday

Service Council Meeting
December 4, 9:30 p.m.
in Sage Hall Basement

LOCATION: The Blood Center 4406
Spencer Street, Appleton

The Blood Center
Wrapping Christmas Gifts

CONTACT: Kathy DeGroot at kdegroot@communityblood.org or at
920-738-3131 ext. 3001

1) Chapter XVII, H.G. Wells, The
Invisible Man
2) “Don’t Drink the Water,” Dave
Matthews Band, “Before
	These Crowded Streets”
3) “Drink Up and Go Home,” Jerry
Garcia & David Grisman,
“Been All Around This
World”
4) “Rock This Bitch,” Ben Folds,
“Ben Folds Live”
5) “Four Kicks,” Kings of Leon, Aha
Shake Heartbreak”
6) “They’re Red Hot,” Red Hot Chili
Peppers, “Blood Sugar Sex
Magik”
7) “I Ain’t Never,” Jerry Garcia &
David Grisman, “Been All
Around This World”
8) “Susie Q,” Creedence Clearwater
Revival, “Chronicle: Vol.
1”
9) Epiloge, H.G. Wells, The Invisible
Man
10) “Best Imitation of Myself,” Ben
Folds, “Ben Folds Live”

Would you
rather?
-- Have a permanent grape Kool-Aid
mustache...
or
-- Have permanent Dorito residue
on your fingertips?
Go to www.lawrentian.com to vote
in the poll. Results will be published
in next week’s issue.
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